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will makeyou fishers of men! making Christpresent or preparing pointed you to go out and to bear fruit we will sacrificemuch ~me, energy
These are the exhortations souls for a livingencounter with Jesus in my name, so that whatever you ask and many resources to revelop these

Jesusgaveto theapos- Christ.Thesepowersflow the Fatherinmyname,hewillgive gifts. I
des. It is a callingthat not from the merits of the you" (In 15:16). Thus, fundamentally, Ifwe see the priesthood as a gift
he continues to make to FATHER priest,but throughthe apriestisnotonewhochoosesbutone thatJesuswantsto generouslygiveto
youngmentoday MITCHEL gifts that Christ bestows who ischosen. Jesus generouslygives young men in our archdiocese,we will
through his church. ZIMMERMANon thosewhomheper- the giftofthe priesthoodto thosehe doa betterjobofsacrificingtodayto

Apriest is a man set sonallylovesand chooses. chooses to build an eternal kingdom. cultivate that gift and to make sure
apart especiallyto do The best reason to be- Priests proclaimthe truth that Godour that there is an abundant harvest! If
two things: to conse- come a priest is always lovingFather has fulfilledevery priesthood is unfortunately seen only
crate the Eucharist and this call, or this gift, that promise he has made and has givenus as a choice, it will continue to get
to forgivesins.Actually,this second flowsfrom a young man's personal re- everything through his only Son! pushed back and receivethe status of a
"power"of the priest to forgivesins lationship with Jesus. BecauseGodhas When I was eight years old, I told last resort within the jungle of career
contributes to his power to consecrate also gifted us with real freedom, the everyone that I wanted to be an NFL possibilities.
the Eucharist, since in forgivingsins priesthood isalso a choice that a young football player. Thiswas my choiceat
the priest ispreparing a soul to receive man makes over and against the other that time, but thankfully, as it turns
the Eucharist more fruitfully. options availableto him. out, it was not the gift that Godhad

At every moment of his life, the Yetour choicesare alwayssec- chosen for me. Asa church, we seepo-
priest, then, iseither consecrating the ondary to God'schoosingus. Jesus tential in the young men of our com-
Eucharistor drawing people to the speaks in this way: "Itwas not you who munities to do many things with their
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